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ECRIN, a distributed infrastructure supporting
multinational clinical research in Europe
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1. support multinational trials in Europe (SME-sponsored and 
investigator-initiated trials) through services to trial management 
tasks : regulatory, ethics, monitoring, vigilance, data management

2. develop tools for multinational trials (ethical / regulatory
database, data centre certification, data sharing tools, personalised
medicine, platform trials)

ECRIN
• Core team
• EuCos



Lessons learned from COVID-19 Crisis
•Multinational trials 

•Platform trials

•Repurposing

•Pragmatic trials

•Preparedness

• Fast-track approval

•Coordination

•Prioritization

• Funding
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Digital revolution in clinical research
•High throughput –omics data generation

•Multi-modal data management

•Artificial intelligence stratification 

•Secondary use of  EHRs
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New frontiers in clinical research

• Platform trials

• Trials within cohorts

• Personalised medicine research
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Platform trials
• are infrastructures

• testing multiple treatments

• master protocol, and amendment for 
new arms / domains

• shared control arm ?

• save time

• (save patients)

• contain costs

• allow multiple comparisons
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Considerations for using the ‘Trials within Cohorts’ design in a 
clinical trial of an investigational medicinal product.
Anna C. Bibby, et al. Trials. 2018;19:18

Schematic representation of the TwiC design
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Secondary use of EHRs
• Interoperability of data standards ?
• OMOP, CDISC 

• Under EHDS Regulation (2023 ?)
• HealthData@EU infrastructure

• Federation of national health data hubs

• Under GDPR
• Data reused in a protected environment
• Unless anonymised

• Risk of reidentification ?
• Attempts to re-identify prohibited by law
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PERMIT : methodological standards for 
personalised medicine pipeline
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• Stratification cohorts
• Stratification methods / algorithms
• Preclinical stratified models
• Personalised medicine trials

https://permit-eu.org/

https://permit-eu.org/
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•Review of methods

•Methodological
recommendations

•Regulatory ecosystem

•Training material



THE EUROPEAN ALLIANCE OF MEDICAL RESEARCH INFRASTRUCTURES – www.eu-amri.org

• Over 700+ research institutions and university hospitals

• EU-AMRI members started operations in 2014

• 29 European Countries as Members or Observers
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Who we are

3 areas of focus

• Biobanking &

Biomolecular Resources

• Translational research

• Multinational clinical trials

http://www.eu-amri.org/


jacques.demotes@ecrin.org
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